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                                                    Long Marine Lab

                                                    An incredible on-shore marine laboratory just two miles from campus.

                                                    Read more
                                                    

                            

        

            
            
                                    
                                                    McCarthy Lab

                                                    Professor McCarthy (and postdoctoral fellow Yasu Yamaguchi) at sea in the North Central Pacific Ocean, working on new ways to extract organic molecules from deep ocean seawater.

                                                                    

                            

        

    				

			
		

			


        

    
        
            
        
    
        
            
                About Us

The Ocean Sciences Department is an inclusive, supportive, and innovative community of people involved in oceanography and other marine sciences. We offer undergraduate and graduate courses in these disciplines. Students have access to a wide variety of research facilities and equipment through faculty sponsors. In addition to research and instructional activities along the California coast, interests of the core faculty and their students include biological, chemical, and physical oceanography; sediment, marine, organic, and trace metal biogeochemistry; marine plankton, phytoplankton ecology, paleoceanography, aquatic microbial ecology, ecological modeling, and remote sensing (satellite oceanography); numeric modeling of coastal and basin-scale dynamics; midwater ecology and climatology, among others.

Contact & visitor information
831-459-2563

831-459-4882 Fax

osadmin@ucsc.edu

Earth & Marine Sciences Bldg

A312


Principles of Community









Facts & figures



#3

Global rank for research influence by citation index (2018)




#3

Best Marine Biology School in California (2022)




20+

Research partners in institutions and facilities along Monterey Bay







Department Room Reservation Calendars

EMS A315 Calendar

EMS A333 Calendar

EMS A340 Calendar






Explore Ocean Sciences News

The latest high-impact science in Ocean Sciences





	
					
			
			

									[image: A loggerhead turtle caught in a fishing net (Photo by Elliott Hazen, UC Santa Cruz)]
				
				Industrial fishing poses greater risk to marine life due to untracked activity, UC Santa Cruz researchers find


				
					Posted: March 8, 2024				


				
					A new study led by a scientist at UC Santa Cruz’s Institute of Marine Sciences finds that blue whales, tunas, and other top predators in the northeast Pacific Ocean face greater risk of harm from industrial fishing than previously thought.

				


				
			


		
	









	
					
			
			

									[image: An international team of researchers collected fossil coral cores to examine signs of historic climate and sea-level change. (Photos courtesy of M. Parker @ECORD/IODP)]
				
				Scientists begin to crack open climate-change riddles hiding in ancient coral


				
					Posted: February 23, 2024				


				
					An international team of researchers on an expedition co-led by UC Santa Cruz Professor Christina Ravelo collected cores of fossil coral off the coast of Hawai’i to look for signs of climate and sea-level change over the past half million years.

				


				
			


		
	









	
					
			
			

									[image: The edge of the Greenland Ice Sheet, where recent melting has left bare ground. (Kevin Krajick/Earth Institute)]
				
				A new 66 million-year history of carbon dioxide offers little comfort for today


				
					Posted: December 8, 2023				


				
					A massive new review of ancient atmospheric carbon-dioxide levels and corresponding temperatures lays out a daunting picture of where the Earth’s climate may be headed.
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	About us
			The UC Santa Cruz Division of Physical & Biological Sciences is a world-leading research institution with a reputation for instigating some of humanity’s most high-impact discoveries. Learn more about us
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	Get in touch
			University of California, Santa Cruz

Division of Physical & Biological Sciences

1156 High Street

Santa Cruz, CA 95064

science@ucsc.edu



		
            

            
                

	Resources For
Students
Contact your advisor


Get tutoring & testing help


Find research funding & internships


Contact professors & researchers


Alumni & donors
How to give


Get our ImpactReport


See alumni recognition


Contact our philanthropy team


Media & journalists

Get our ImpactReport


Media contacts

Job seekers
View job opportunities


Faculty & staff
Visit Toolkit


View staff directory
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